Dear [Dr/Professor Surname],
Re: [Patient Name] – DOB: [dd/mm/yyyy] – NHS No: [xxxxxxxxxx]
Medication: [Drug name] – Local Traffic Light Formulary status: AMBER
Thank you for your letter requesting that we take over prescribing of [drug name] for the above patient.
We note that [drug name] is classified as an AMBER medicine on the local Traffic Light Formulary, i.e. suitable for prescribing in primary care only where an appropriate shared care arrangement is in place and has been accepted by the practice.
On this occasion, we are unable to take on prescribing and monitoring under shared care because there is no commissioned/funded shared care pathway in place for this medication (and therefore no agreed governance, resourcing, or monitoring support for primary care). The clinician who signs the prescription retains clinical and legal responsibility, and we must ensure any transfer of prescribing is safe, appropriately supported, and within commissioned arrangements.
In line with South Yorkshire ICB primary/secondary care interface document, NHS England guidance on Responsibility for prescribing between primary and secondary/tertiary care (2018), and BMA safe working principles, where shared care is not commissioned or has not been accepted, ongoing prescribing and monitoring remain the responsibility of the initiating specialist service.
We would therefore be grateful if you could please:
· Continue prescribing [drug name] via your service (e.g. hospital pharmacy / FP10HP where appropriate), and
· Continue the required monitoring and specialist review , and
· Provide the patient with a clear plan for follow-up and safety-netting.
If a commissioned shared care protocol becomes available in future (with clear responsibilities, monitoring schedule, and funding), we would be happy to review the request again at that time.
Until such time, the transfer of prescribing responsibility has not taken place and the practice will be taking no further action regarding prescribing of this AMBER medication.
Thank you for your understanding and for your ongoing care of this patient.
Yours sincerely,

